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Music and ministry under an outback sky 
  

The 2025 Tracks Outback Concert proved to 
be another memorable weekend for all those 
who travelled to New Dunesk, PIM’s ministry 
hub, training centre and campground in 
southern NSW. 

Over the first weekend in October, the campground 
was a buzz as over 250 people from across Australia 
descended on New Dunesk, enjoying good music, warm 
fellowship and a range of uniquely country activities. 
Young mixed with old, and long-time supporters greeted 
new faces, all in support of the work of PIM to make and 
mature disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ in remote and 
rural Australia.

A campfire singalong, nail drive competition, 
facepainting, colouring competition for the kids, and 
4WD tours of the 600 acre property were enjoyed by 
many on the Friday night and Saturday morning.

Steve Messer’s Strange Country opened the concert on 
Saturday, captivating the crowd with their authentic 
storytelling and rhythm’n’bluegrass sound. Their set was 
a nod to the bush—raw, honest and deeply Australian.

Next up, Zoë Tyne held the crowd with her soulful vocals 
and original songs that told tales of hope, resilience and 
faith in an Australian context. Zoë’s stage presence and 
genuine warmth drew the audience in, closing her set 
with a rendition of the PIM anthem that had the crowd 
singing along in one voice.

The highpoint for all was without a doubt the closing 
artist for the day, Colin Buchanan. The consummate 
entertainer, his humour and wit had everyone captivated 
as he played a mix of his well-known country ballads, 
many of his iconic children’s songs and some of his 
gospel classics. Attendees were also unexpectedly 
entertained with an original song on the town of 
Ardlethan, where New Dunesk is located. At the 
conclusion of the concert, Colin took the time to speak 
with everyone young and old, hearing many heartfelt 
stories about how his music and Gospel-centred lyrics 
have touched lives throughout his remarkable 30-year 
career. It was a powerful testament to the enduring 
impact of his songs and their ability to remind people of 
God’s goodness and centrality in life. 

The weekend culminated in a bush church worship 
service on Sunday morning. Drawing from the book of 
3 John, the sermon encouraged everyone to leave New 
Dunesk seeking to continue to grow in Christ and to 
serve for God’s glory, no matter where life takes you.

Tracks 2025 was more than just a concert. Throughout 
the weekend, PIM patrol teams and attendees shared 
stories over coffee, enjoyed meals together in the camp 
kitchen, and met together to pray for PIM’s ministry. 
Tracks offered the opportunity for friendships, spiritual 
encouragement, and a deeper understanding of PIM’s 
mission, all in the very place PIM uses to inspire, equip 
and send people out for Gospel work in remote and 
isolated Australia.

On Track
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To be sure 
  

By Michael McNair 
Mt Magnet/Mid West Patrol, WA

Greetings are always a good place to start. 
Most importantly greeting those who are 
brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus, our 
fellow believers, the children of God.
We recently had some good fellowship with our 
extended family in Christ, a brother and sister whom we 
had never previously met. They were traveling and called 
to pay us a visit. 

Among the things we spoke of was our shared belief in 
Christ. 

To be sure, we also shared some banter as well. While 
his attempt at a Scottish accent was woeful, he did 
have a good Irish one and shared his story of how he 
acquired it.

We had a good laugh at my use of Glaswegian/Scots 
and my own pronunciation of words and how “I spoke 
good England”.

Amongst what we spoke of, we touched on creation and 
heavenly wonders. I mentioned that I had some recent 
pictures I would show them. After they had left, I sent 
them the pictures, telling him that in the picture you 
might think that the sun is rising in front of me, but it 
was really going down behind me. 

“To be sure, to be sure” is one of those sayings that I 
heard many times growing up in Scotland. Although at 
times I heard it genuinely, it was for the most part done 
in jest with my uncles, cousins and me having a good 
“Craik” with extended family who were from Ireland. My 
cousins and I would lay on a thick Irish accent and saying 
“ahh to be sure to be sure”. 

Sometimes we don’t understand a saying and where it 
came from, but for me now it’s the Word - the Words of 
Christ and written in Scripture that guided me.

I have been going through the Gospel of John at Mt 
Magnet Church, and we are at the point in Chapter 3 
where Jesus tells Nicodemus “Most assuredly, I say to 
you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom 
of God”. In different translation most assuredly I say to 
you is sometimes rendered as  “truly truly”, or “verily 
verily”. For me now it also might be translated “to be 
sure to be sure”.

It’s time for all of us to pay attention to what Jesus said.

“To be sure to be sure”, I don’t believe in the luck of the 
Irish or pots of gold at the end of the rainbow. But what 
is also amazing in these pictures is that there is actually 
a gold mine at the bottom of Mt Magnet itself. You can 
only just make it out but there is another rainbow, which 
makes it a double rainbow. If we look past the gold mine, 
then you can see the town of Mt Magnet between the 
rainbows.

At the time of taking the picture there was a flash of 
lightning and thunder close in front of us, it was time 
for us to come down. I didn’t hear the voice of God, but 
from this picture there is something important to see, 
something more precious than gold. Those bought by 
the Blood of Jesus, that is the lost in Mt Magnet, those 
who are going to believe in his Name.

“To be sure to be sure”, brothers and sisters, please pray 
for us, for continuing opportunities to speak the Word 
of God, that people might hear, through the Holy Spirit’s 
work, that they too will be born again and see the 
Kingdom of God.

Michael and his wife Jemima are the patrol team for 
the Mt Magnet/Mid West Patrol, WA. If you would like 
to learn more about Michael’s work and how you can 
be supporting and praying for him and his wife Jemima 
as they serve in Mt Magnet, visit pim.org.au/give/mt-
magnet-mid-west-wa or email admin@pim.org.au to 
subscribe to their mailing list. 



Exciting 
opportunities 
to serve with 
PIM in 2026 

Swan Hill and Kerang (VIC) 
Spend part of each week on 
patrol, reaching out to remote 
communities, and the other part 
supporting the congregations in 
Swan Hill and Kerang.

Roma (QLD)
Combine patrol ministry and 
local church work by spending 
your weeks visiting outlying 
areas, carrying out town-based 
evangelism and supporting the 
local congregation in Roma.

New Dunesk Caretaker
Wake up each day at New 
Dunesk! This live-in role offers 
the chance to care for the 
property, welcome guests, 
and contribute to making New 
Dunesk a vibrant hub that 
inspires, equips, and sends God’s 
people out for gospel ministry.

Events Coordinator  
(Casual/Contract)
Help bring New Dunesk to 
life by planning and delivering 
events that inspire, equip and 
send out people for ministry 
across Australia.

For more information please 
contact PIM Committee 
Secretary Andrew Letcher: 
0493 386 255 
secretary@pim.org.au

Thank you for your support
When a PIM Team knocks on the door of a farmhouse or homestead 
there are thousands of people standing behind them. Every 
gospel conversation, every discipling relationship, every pastoral 
care interaction is backed by a growing group of God’s people 
who diligently pray for the work and support it both financially 
and practically. 

Over the last financial year, over 360 people and over 140 churches 
donated to PIM’s unique ministry in rural and remote parts of our 
big country. Others gave generously of their time to help keep 
PIM’s gospel ministry happening. So many people have helped 
in such a huge variety of ways. Events were organised at New 
Dunesk, promotional activities were run in many churches, letters 
of encouragement were sent to patrol teams and unseen support is 
continually forthcoming. We are thankful to others who continue to 
participate in working groups to explore new ministry opportunities, 
and to others who share the ministry of PIM in their home churches 
and Bible study groups. 

Whatever your contribution has been towards making disciples for 
the Lord Jesus in the remote and sparsely populated areas of our 
continent, thank you for being part of the wider PIM Team! Each act of 
generosity—whether through prayer, financial giving, volunteering, or 
simply sharing encouragement—contributes to the ongoing impact of 
PIM’s ministry in rural and remote regions. Together, we are reaching 
hearts and homes, and ensuring the hope found in the gospel is 
proclaimed.

Easter in Bombala
3rd - 5th April 2026
Christmas might be just around the corner, but it’s never too early 
to start thinking ahead to 2026! PIM warmly invites you to consider 
spending your Easter in Bombala with Noah and Nerroli Vasiliades of 
the Snowy Mountains Patrol. It’s a chance to celebrate the death and 
resurrection of Christ in fellowship with other Christians. 

Over the Easter weekend, attendees will have the opportunity to 
camp on the beautiful Bombala Presbyterian Church grounds, listen to 
Bible talks, explore the local area, and get to know the Vasiliades and 
the Gospel work they are doing in the local community.

For more information and to register your interest to come along, 
please contact Noah directly by emailing noahvasiliades@pim.org.au 
or call 0492 960 223.
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Interested in 
donating to 
the work of the 
Presbyterian 
Inland Mission?

Get On Track 
delivered straight 
to your inbox

Thank you for 
your support

Please fill in and mail back 
to us the separate donation 
slip included with this issue, 
or visit www.pim.org.au to 
donate electronically. 

Subscribe to our mailing list 
to receive your next edition 
of On Track, plus other 
news, stories and prayer 
points, straight to your 
email inbox.

Visit pim.org.au/subscribe

PRIVACY: PIM values the privacy of the people we work with, therefore, we may at times change the names of people in �stories, substitute photos or obscure 
some geographic details that might identify them. However, all the stories we tell �are true and accurately convey what we see God doing in people’s lives.

PO Box 9, Ardlethan NSW 2665
" 0438 868 964 % admin@pim.org.au
 @PresbyterianInlandMission

Using every gift 
for the Gospel
PIM’s Gospel Nomads have many 
different skills and interests - from 
top-tier bakers to skilled first aiders, 
seasoned preachers to gifted 
conversationalists, tireless go-getters 
to resilient workers. No two Nomads 
share the same gifts. Instead it is one 
shared mission that defines them: 
to see the Gospel spread throughout 
Australia, and to be part of that work 
in whatever way they are able. 

This is the heart of the Gospel Nomads Network - show up with the skills 
and time you have, enjoy connection with other Nomads and training from 
PIM, and then live out the Gospel in your daily life. For our Nomads, this 
often means planning intentional visits to country churches while on the 
road, where they can use their diverse skills to offer practical support such 
as relief preaching, maintenance work, homecooked meals or a listening ear 
to isolated brothers and sisters. 

Nomad life can also include helping out at PIM events, such as the Tracks 
Outback Concert. 2025 Gospel Nomad Colin Whiteway reflected on 
his time at the Gospel Nomads’ October reunion and helping out at the 
Tracks Outback Concert:

“Our reunion and catchup with our cohort of Nomads was rewarding and 
a time of sharing together with Gospel direction and focus from Dave 
Hawken, our Nomad group leader. As we helped prepare the property and 
facilities for the concert, people were drifting in to camp and it was great 
to hear and share their lives and the excitement of being there for the 
concert and the fellowship”.

If you enjoy travelling around Australia, and have a heart for country 
churches and using your time for God’s glory, we warmly encourage you 
to consider joining the PIM Gospel Nomads. The 2026 Gospel Nomads 
Network kicks off with a training and orientation event at New Dunesk 
from 18-21st March 2026, providing practical apologetics and evangelism 
training that can be applied during the coming year of travels. 

If you would like to discuss the Network further and the possibility 
of getting involved, please contact PIM Committee Secretary 
Andrew Letcher on 0493 386 255 or email secretary@pim.org.au

Further information about the Gospel Nomads is also available on our 
website at www.pim.org.au/gospel-nomads.
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